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Dear Families of the Hive,

Welcome to the last week of the 3™ quarter. All of our testing for the
quarter is finished (accept make-ups), projects are turned in and this
week we will be tying up loose ends, and preparing for the final journey
of 5™ grade. This Wednesday afternoon is available for conferencing
and if you would like to meet to discuss your child's progress please
email me and we can set up a meeting. These spring conferences are
mainly for students that are struggling but I welcome anyone that
wants to meet.

The fourth quarter is AIMS time and that means A LOT of review,
reflection and re-teaching. We received the math practice forms and
we will be going through them step by step. The test practice forms
are very different from last year as the math standards have changed.
This is the first year that the new standards have been the tested and
since we only received the practice last week we are reviewing them to
find what areas we need to spend some extra time working through.
You can also go on the Arizona Department of Education website and
there is an interactive test students can practice.

Our class has done a tremendous amount of reading this quarter. The
students are finishing up their third chapter book this week and
writing their comprehension reports. I am pleased with the progress in
finding details, writing in their own words what the plot of the story
was, and identifying main & minor characters. In the fourth quarter we
will read The Wizard of Oz as a class for our fantasy book and
students will self select an action book to read independently.



I have been so impressed with the growth in writing that students have
shown this year. In the last few weeks the students have written
expository, expressive and persuasive pieces as well as revisiting poems
for a short lesson. This week students will get chance to blindly
correct another student’s paper. They will use the AIMS style six point
scale that T use (in addition I will grade each paper.) This will give the
students a chance to see how hard it is to grade writing assignments,
and they will gain understanding as to why I feel at this point in the
year they need to be hitting it out of the park to get an A.

Over the next few weeks as we prepare for ALMS we will take a break
from science and social studies. We will use the extra time to work
through the subjects that will be tested. I don't want the kids
panicking when testing time comes. To ensure this we will prepare them
the best we can. My goal is that when they open the test they say to
themselves, "Ah, this is easy, it's no biggie, and I can do this." While T
want every student to try their hardest, I don't want them stressing
about these tests. Please help by also reminding them it is important to
just do their best but to not worry. Traditionally the more relaxed
students are, the better they do on tests.

As I reach the end of this newsletter, where the spelling words would
normally be, you'll find none. I want to give the students a break this
week, instead I ask that they reflect on their journey so far in 5™
grade and what they hope for the rest of the year. In 9 short weeks
they will be middle school students!

Have a great week,

Mrs. B






